[The consumption of nitrous oxide used for general anesthesia has been markedly reduced in recent years in our institute].
We reported the incidence of general anesthesia using nitrous oxide (N2O), one of the greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, and the total consumption of N2O in our institute in 1990, 1995, 2000, and 2004. Nitrous oxide was used in 93%, 97%, 89%, and 49% of general anesthesia in 1990, 1995, 2000, and 2004, respectively. The consumption of N2O was markedly reduced from 1314 kl in 1990 to 413 kl in 2004. In 1996, propofol was introduced for total intravenous anesthesia. Moreover, low flow anesthesia (total gas flow not exceeding 2 l x min(-1)) was vigorously introduced. We consequently decreased the amount of N2O consumed during inhalational anesthesia despite the increase in cases of general anesthesia in recent years.